	[image: image1.png]The Library




	BIOL 200

Tips & Tricks for Library Research




	What is a popular source?




A popular source aims to inform readers about issues of interest to the general public.  A popular source can be a web site (e.g. nobelprize.org) or a magazine article (e.g. Scientific American).  They are generally not reviewed by experts in the field but may go through a publishing process.

	How do you find a popular source?




An excellent resource for your essay is the web site: http://nobelprize.org At this site, you can find out when your researcher won the prize and read his/her autobiography, acceptance speech, etc.

Use a web search engine (e.g. http://www.google.ca) to find other web sites about your topic.  Even though the site may not be peer reviewed, you should still choose a high quality site (i.e. Does the information seem accurate?  Who created it?  When was it created?).

Newspaper & Magazine articles are also popular sources.  They are not reviewed by experts in the field but do go through an editing process.  To find popular articles, follow these instructions:

1. Select ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER under INDEXES & DATABASES.

2. Search for articles ABOUT the author or BY the author by searching for the name under the DEFAULT FIELDS.  You can also search for the TOPIC.

3. For popular articles, click on MAGAZINES or NEWSPAPERS just above the list of results.

4. Click on UBC eLink to link to the full text if it is available online, or to check the Library Catalogue for the location of the print version.

	What is a primary research article?




In science, a PRIMARY RESEARCH ARTICLE presents the results from an experiment or study. Typically, there is a methods section so you can see how the study was done.  RESEARCH or SCHOLARLY articles go through a PEER REVIEW process where other experts in the field critique the article before it is accepted for publication. Scholarly articles are published in JOURNALS and are an important way in which researchers disseminate their results.
	How do you find a primary research article by your researcher?




Select a database that indexes journal articles in cell biology (e.g. BIOSIS Previews, PubMed, Web of Science).  The example that follows is for WEB OF SCIENCE which is an excellent resource for this assignment.

1. Select WEB OF SCIENCE under INDEXES & DATABASES.

2. Select GENERAL SEARCH.

3. Type your author’s last name and initials in the AUTHOR box, e.g. taylor sj

4. If your author has a common name (e.g. smith m), add a keyword in the TOPIC box (e.g. genetics) or his/her affiliation in the ADDRESS box (e.g. univ british columbia).  If you don’t know the affiliation, check the nobelprize.org site.

5. Click SEARCH.

6. The list of results may include primary and review articles.  You will be able to identify a primary research article by the longer and more complex titles.

7. To get the actual article, click on UBC eLink to link to the full text if it is available online, or to check the Library Catalogue for the location of the print version.

	What is a review article?




REVIEW ARTICLES (an example of SECONDARY literature) summarize the results of several original scientific studies to present an overview of a topic.  They will often have a lengthy literature cited section.  Review articles are a good place to start when you are new to a topic.
	How do you find a review article?




In most indexes, you can search for your TOPIC or AUTHOR and then LIMIT your results to REVIEW articles.  For example, in Web of Science, you can select REVIEW from the drop-down menu of DOCUMENT TYPES at the bottom of the page under the search boxes.

	How do you find a review article that cites your primary research article? This is not necessary for this essay. Just in case you want to know. For this essay, a review article on the general topic is sufficient.




This can be done BUT only in Web of Science.  There are two ways to do this:

OPTION 1

1. Do a GENERAL SEARCH (as above) to find your primary research article.

2. Click on the title of the article and then TIMES CITED for a list of articles that have cited your’s.

3. To find out if any of these articles are reviews, click on ANALYZE (on the right side of the screen) and select DOCUMENT TYPE.

4. Select the box beside REVIEWS, and click on VIEW RECORDS.

OPTION 2 [if your scientist did research a long time ago, use this option]

1. Instead of a GENERAL SEARCH, click on CITED REFERENCE SEARCH.

2. Type in your scientist under CITED AUTHOR (e.g. mcclintock b) and the year his/her article was published under CITED YEAR (e.g. 1940).

3. Select the box(es) beside your article (you can recognize it by the Cited Work, Volume & Page).

4. Restrict by DOCUMENT TYPE to REVIEW and then FINISH SEARCH.

Remember that what you’ve found is a REVIEW article about a topic that cites your author’s article.  You are not likely to find a review paper that is entirely devoted to reviewing your article.

	How can I get more help with my research?




· Visit the reference desk at Woodward Biomedical Library

Monday – Thursday: 9am – 8pm; Friday: 9am – 5pm; Saturday & Sunday: 12 – 6pm

· Online office hours: Chat with the Biology Librarian (via the library tutorial on WebCT)

Tuesday, November 9th and Thursday, November 18th 6:30 – 8:30pm

· If you’ve read the sections above and still have questions, email Sally Taylor at sally.taylor@ubc.ca
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